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THE  ROLE  OF  URBAN  PLANNING  IN  THE  RESIDENTIAL  INTEGRATION  OF 
MIDDLE-CLASS  NEGROES  AND  WHITES  (Thesis  Abstract  and  Bibliography) 


Lewis  Bolan,   Graduate  Student,   Department  of  Urban  Planning, 
University  of  Illinois 


OBJECTIVES 

To  determine  (1)  the  factors  which  allow  and  encourage  middle  class  Negroes 
living  in  ghettos  and  wanting  to  move  out  to  achieve  better  housing,  schools, 
and  recreational  facilities,  to  move  into  built-up  areas  with  older  housing 
or  into  new  housing  developments  such  as  urban  renewal  projects,  sub-divisions, 
and  private  projects;  (2)  the  factors  which  prevent  integrated  neighborhoods 
from  becoming  all  Negro  areas;  (3)  the  role  of  urban  planning  in  these  factors, 

METHOD 


The  study  was  based  on  published  literature. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Urban  planning  has  little  effect  on  social  interaction,  but  can  affect  physical 
proximity  which  creates  greater  chances  for  social  interaction. 

Urban  planning  can  do  little  to  affect  the  factors  that  encourage  or  allow 
Negroes  to  move  into  built-up  areas.  These  factors  are: 

The  proximity  of  the  neighborhood  to  Negro  neighborhoods. 

The  socio-economic  status  of  the  Negroes  wishing  to  move.  Negroes 
with  a  high  economic  status  have  a  greater  chance  of  being  accepted. 

Growing  undesirability  of  the  neighborhood  to  white  people  because 
of  unsuitability  of  the  housing,  changed  accessibility,  crime  rates, 
tax  rates  and  assessments,  quality  of  schools  as  perceived  by  the 
parents,  quality  of  city  maintenance,  quality  and  quantity  of 
community  facilities,  zoning  and  subdivision  changes,  real  estate 
activity,  mortgage  availability,  liberalism  of  the  residents  and 
presence  of  Fair  Housing  legislation. 
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Urban  planning  can  affect  several  of  the  factors  that  encourage  or  allow  Negroes 
to  move  into  new  housing  areas.  These  factors  are: 

Location.  Negroes  will  more  likely  move  into  and  be  accepted  in  a 
new,  isolated  community;  in  an  existing  interracial  area;  or  in  a 
fringe  area  between  an  all-white  and  an  all-Negro  area.  Urban  plan- 
ning can  affect  the  location  of  new  housing  developments. 

Size  of  the  development.  The  larger  the  development  the  more  likely 
Negroes  will  move  into  and  be  accepted  in  a  new  community.  Urban 
planning  can  affect  the  size  of  new  developments. 

The  kind  of  promotion  given  the  new  development.  Negroes  and  whites 
have  to  be  appealed  to  separately  and  on  different  bases. 

Design  and  price  of  housing.  White  people  will  buy  a  house  in  an 
integrated  neighborhood  regardless  of  their  racial  attitudes  if  the 
house  is  much  cheaper  and  much  nicer  relative  to  other  houses  on  the 
market.  Urban  planning  can  affect  the  design  and  price  of  the  housing 
in  a  new  development. 

Racial  quotas.  White  people  will  buy  houses  in  a  community  if  they 
are  given  assurance  in  the  form  of  a  quota  system  that  the  area  will 
not  become  all  Negro. 

Community  action,  especially  government  action  to  encourage  or  dis- 
courage integrated  housing  projects.  Urban  planning  can  recommend 
actions. 

Urban  planning  can  recommend  Fair  Housing  legislation. 

Spacial  distribution  of  Negroes.  If  Negroes  are  clustered  within 
the  community,  the  white  people  tend  to  accept  them  more  readily. 

Availability  of  financing.  Urban  planning  can  advise  private  in- 
vestors, the  Federal  Housing  Administration  and  the  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration. 

Urban  planning  can  affect  some  of  the  factors  that  can  keep  an  integrated  area 
from  becoming  all  Negro.  The  factors  are: 

Distance  from  an  existing  Negro  neighborhood. 

The  Negro  housing  market  in  the  whole  metropolitan  area. 

Attitudes  and  practices  of  real  estate  brokers,  mortgage  lenders 
and  property  appraisers. 

Mortgage  availability. 

Amount  of  rental  property  available  in  the  area.   The  greater  the 
amount  the  less  likely  white  people  will  move  out  because  they 
are  less  involved  financially. 

Length  of  residence  of  the  white  people.  The  longer  they  have 
lived  in  an  area  the  more  reluctant  they  are  to  move. 
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Spacial  distribution  of  Negroes. 

Presence  of  major  institutions.  Urban  planning  can  have  some 
effect  by  encouraging  institutions  to  stay  in  certain  areas. 

Attractiveness  of  the  area  and  the  housing  relative  to  other 
housing  possibilities  is  a  factor  which  urban  planning  can  affect. 

Benign  quotas.  Urban  planning  can  only  advise  that  these  be  set 
up  and  that  local  organizations  be  formed  to  attract  whites. 

Fair  Housing  legislation. 

The  tipping  point  in  the  ratio  of  Negroes  and  whites  which, 
when  reached,  will  cause  white  people  to  move.  Urban  planning 
can  try  to  convince  property  holders  that  the  area  will  not  be 
allowed  to  become  all  Negro. 
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